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Campaign for a London Living Rent 

This will be my approach generally, to try to reduce the effects of the economic crisis and 
Tory policy on the living standards of ordinary Londoners.  

We will apply those Labour values to housing, an issue that has come up again and again as 
I have spent my time London’s boroughs in a series of ‘Tell Ken’ events. 

The problem of housing supply is well-established and constitutes the main nut that must be 
cracked. 

The market has completely failed to provide the investment in new homes especially 
affordable homes.  

This will be my approach generally, to try to reduce the effects of the economic crisis and 
Tory policy on the living standards of ordinary Londoners.  

We will apply those Labour values to housing, an issue that has come up again and again as 
I have spent my time London’s boroughs in a series of ‘Tell Ken’ events.  
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Housing activity was at an 83 year low in 2010 and the mayor has presided over just 56 new 
starts of affordable homes London in the latest quarterly data from the HCA. 

By contrast, in 2008 there were over 11,000 new affordable home starts in London in the 
year as a whole.  

And affordability is now rendered meaningless by the adoption of the 80 per cent of market 
rent mark. 

Fundamentally the only way to affect the situation in the longer-term is to significantly 
increase the pace of homebuilding. I will be making announcements in this area in due 
course. 

But in addition I have found that the problems faced by Londoners in the private rented 
sector are shooting up the agenda. We must step in. 

Earlier this year I launched a specific appeal for Londoners to tell me their ‘Housing Horrors’- 
what was their personal experience of living in the private rented sector?  

We will publish our findings later this week.  

We were overwhelmed by the things people told us.  

One wrote: “I currently live with my husband and 2 children in a small 2 bed flat in north 
London for which we pay the extortionate amount of over £1250 per month. We cannot 
move as we have elderly relatives in the area that we look after and our children are settled 
in school.” 

Another said: “As (previously) a University Lecturer - I've been forced to move back to my 
mothers and quit my job in the city simply due to the fact that the cost of renting even a room 
in London is unaffordable - unless I live in squalid conditions constantly having to move.” 

Londoners need help with the housing crisis right now.  

We are not talking only about the poorest or most marginalised. There thousands of 
Londoners, many aspirational and well-qualified, who by definition will never get into social 
rented accommodation. Most of them cannot afford to buy. 



They are going to be in the private-rented sector for a very long time. Yet there is no 
London-wide action to address their housing issues. 

That’s why today I’m announcing that if elected Mayor I will establish a campaign for a 
London Living Rent.  

Too many Londoners pay more than one third of their income in rent.  

That benchmark should be the indicator that drives us in our work to improve the living 
standards of Londoners from all walks of life.  

In more than half of London boroughs Londoners are paying on average over 50 per cent of 
their incomes.  

We should be doing everything we can to get that number down. 

Many people in reasonably well-paid jobs are seeing their incomes absorbed into their 
housing costs.  

Learning from the success of the London Living Wage in arguing, cajoling, intervening and 
collaborating, the Living Rent Campaign will be a new way of making City Hall work for 
ordinary Londoners. 

Secondly, we must actually intervene into the private rented sector. 

What London needs is a London-wide non-profit lettings agency. So I can announce today 
that I will work with other stakeholders to establish one that can start to make a change in 
the private rented sector for the better. It will put good tenants in touch with good landlords 
across the spectrum of private renting so that both can benefit from security of tenure and 
reduce the costs of letting.  

It will work with boroughs, landlords’ representatives and tenants’ representatives, to 
develop a London-wide strategy for tackling rogue landlords and driving up standards.  

It will tackle a series of issues on accreditation, inspection and enforcement, licensing and 
energy efficiency, as well as tenants’ deposits protection.  

I want to end the churn-and-burn approach of some of the private letting agents, so I will be 
tackling abuses in this area. 

Through this work we will challenge the scandal of rip-off agency fees, horrific standards and 
the daily experience of disputes over deposits in the private rented sector, seeking to widen 
best practice such as that in Newham a borough that has made the campaign for a fairer 
rented sector a key part of their work. 

From today I want to hear the views of key players involved in housing in London about how 
best to implement this new idea.  

In the coming weeks I will set out more detail of how this new arm of the Mayor’s role will 
work.  

This fairer approach to housing in London applies the principles of our Fare Deal campaign 
to the issue of housing: Righting wrongs, restoring fairness, speaking up for the majority.  


